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Belli Loses 
•Ne gligence 

Suit Here ^ 

By Jim Manr?" 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Melvin BeUi, the nation’s 
most prominent negligence 
lawyer— or as he himself puts 
It, the “King of Torts”— lost a 
case here yesterday in vir- 
tually unprecedented fashion. 

For the past two weeks, 
Belli has been seeking $1 mil- 
lion in damages against two 
D.C. doctors and a D.C. hospi- 
, tal in what seemed, for him, a 
common medical malpractice 
case. 

Yesterday, U.S. District 
Court Judge Thomas A. Fin- 1 
I nery threw Belli’s case out of 
court, ruling that there was 
not sufficient evidence to 
allow it to go to thp six-mem- 
ber jury. 

i eBlU told a reporter after- 
wards that it was only the sec- 1 
ond time in his 38 years of 
practice that a case has been 1 
thrown out before it went to 
the jury. The last time, Belli 
said, the judge was later re- 
versed on appeal. He said he 
plans to appeal Flannery’s rul- 
ing, too. 
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“It will be the easiest appeal 
I ever had,” promised the 
flamboyant, silverhaired at- 
torney as he picked up his vel- 
vet briefcase and strode from 
the courtroom. 

On a couple of. occasions 
during the trial, Belli had en- 
gaged in verbal sparring with 
Flannery, the former U.S. at- 
torney who has been a judge 
since |ast December. At one 
point, Belli commented that 
the judge “was scared of me 
at first.” 

Yesterday Belli remarked, 
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I have nothing but respect 
for the judge. He’s new, of 
course . . Belli said he is I 
planning to apply for member- 
ship to the District of Colum- 
bia bar, and said he will ask 
Flannery to recommend him. 

The case was brought on be- 
half of a 10-year-old boy, Roy 
C. Havens Jr., against the 
Children s Hospital and two 
physicians, pediatrician Jud- 
son Randolph and surgeon 
Allan B. Coleman. > 

The suit alleged that in 
1964, when the boy was 2 and 
( was suffering from high blood 
* pressure, he was given a dye 
known as “Winthrop Hy- 
paque” in preparation for a 
medical test known as an ar- 
teriogram. 

Belli claimed that too 
much of the material was ad- 
ministered, and that as a re 
suit, the l boy suffered partial 
paralysis from the waist down 
and a variety of other medical 
problems. 

The boy himself, an attrac 
tive youngster with long blond 
hair, sat in the front row of 
the courtroom throughout 
most of the trial. ‘ 

Belli said that the boy con- 
tinues to suffer problems, in- 
cluding a partial paralysis in 
his legs, as aTesult of the ad- 
ministration of the dye, and 4 
said he will continue to suffer $ 
problems for most of his life. I 
He walked in and out of the b 
courtroom with a pronounced 1 fj 
limp. At on§ point. Belli told 1 ti 
the jurors that the boy would tl 
suffer reduced sexual enjoy- f 
ment in adult years as a result s 
of his injuries. • | ^ 

Flannery ruled in favor of h 
the doctors and the hospital 0 
yesterday before the defend- 
ants even presented their side 
of the case. 

The judge dismissed the tc 
counts against the hospital on p 
grounds that Coleman and p 
I Randolph were not acting as t« 
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agents of uie nusp.u,. ..... 

the institution therefore was 
not liable for their actions. 

He dismissed the claims 
against the two doctors on 
grounds that Belli had failed 
to produce expert testimony 
from other physicians that the 
standards of (medical) care 
then existing in the commu- 
nity” had been violated. 
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